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The strangers met Barney.

He was all things to everybody.

And the questions they asked!

Wednesday evening:

Eastern travellng man, In  frim New
York: “Bog pardon, hit where is the
bianch pnst office; T want a stamp?™

Barney: “To your sight. at the far end
of the station; you'll see the slign.”

Widow. srip in hand: “I want to take the

fast train to Texas; what tima doe=s it
. leave?'
a Barney: “Over what route is your ticksi,
. madam??”

Widow: “The M., K. &£ T

Barney: “You want the Katy Flyver, B:RL
track 18"

Nervous old gentleman, whose train de-
yarts in a few minutes: "!.Thu'a the
charges on this message?”

Barney: “Next window to your left”

Old gentleman: “But I'm in a hurry. You
taks R - r

Berney:
it, boy "

M. D. T.: “Hey, Barney, gimme yer pen-
el & s=cond.”

Barney sccommodztes him
dozen persons crowd up,
same time. A telephone bell rings and to
an observer the confusion is bawildering.
HBamrmey takes down the recelver.

Giri at window: *Is the Big Four from
Parls, 111, late?™

Barney: “Oh, no; train’s been in half an
hour., Track 12.*

Puis recelver to his sar: *“Hells, ves, Bu-
reau of Informetion. Dog? What dog? You
didn't have any dog here, sir. Bull terrler?
Oh, you've made a mistake. Ring off. Par-
cel room, In dog bag? Oh, 1 daresay the
ranine's all right, but you'll have to look
it up yourself, Good-by.”

“Hewlett, a chap at the —— cafe
wanted to know If his bullterrier in the
yparcel room was O, Sald the brute
was in dog bagz. He wanted a flap raised
wa it would get more air.”

Countryman, talking ro loud that no one
else can be heard: “Say, Mr. Depot Agent
where does Hiram Bejack live?”

Barney: “Look him up In the dlrectory.
TYou'll find one 1o your right.”

Countryman discovers directory and
dashes toward I, to the discomfort of the
crowd arcund him.

Countryman: *“Gosh, that's blggerm my
doctor book, Take me =1l night to find
Hiram's name in that. Bejack, Hiram Be-
Jack, Hiram Bejack,” mumbles ths man
ax he turns the lecves

= . World's Falr visitor, wearing a flaring
red bLodge marked “Wentzvilla, World's
Falr Delegation': “Can you tell me where I
can get rooms for a party of elght? I'm
from Wentzville, sir. I'm & cattle buyer
and 1 pay ms I go."

Barney: “World's Falr Bureau, second
fioor, can fix you up.*

Jid Lady: “Have you seen Tommy, air?’

Barney: “"Madame, glve the matron a de-
scription of your child. S8he'll have him
looked up.”

Brisk young man. who wants to show his
knowledge of railroad schedules and trains:
“Is the Vandalla Limited, No. 2, on time?™

-~ Barney: "It was a few minutes age
ik Watch the traln board outside.”
i t Eilderly man, spproaching window lels-

“Next windew, please. What s

| urely: "Cuan I get theater tickets hereT'
! Barney: “No, sir; this is the Bureau of
h Information.*
{ Country politleian, excited and in a hurry:
| “Whew! this crowd Is awful. I've been
1 twenty minutes walklng here from the
traln, How enn I get to the hall where
| President Roosevelt speaks to-night?”
18 Barney: “Tuke the northbound Elghteenth
; strect car and transfer east at Olive, The
| ] President speaks {n Music Hall, Olive and
1 Fourteenth streets"' 4
Absent-.dinded youth, who has been un-
I able to locate the lunchroom and mistakes
the bureau window for the place: “Bean
sandwich and ham for five.”

. How the Bureau Aided
Visitors Dedication Week.

By Barmey Frauwsmthxl.

If .ever proci was wantlng that an in-
formation bureau should be & permanent de-
| partme ©of a metropolitan rallway sta-
tlon, the present pericd of our Future
Great’s nrogreas muset offer ampls evidence
of the confirmation of that fact.

Tihe term Future Great, originally ap-
plled ta-the fast-growing city of Bt. Louls,
in recognition yea=s ago of its remarkable
profgress’ in commerca and standing with
other municipalitfea, l:as been cutlived by
tie citz ltscif, and now it Is to be recorded
that the original Informnstion burcau Ix no
mors o foture great than the city, for each
has become u very promineat IS

Grazt as have been thp strides of SL
Louls, In its oaward and upward march,
tho adwvanca and Improvement of this lat-
ter-day easential to the traveler's comfort,
convenience and focilily have far out-
stripped it

Proof thut the Information bureau !s ons
of the neoessities of a clty's rallway sta-
= tlon s olwervablo in the inauguration
| throeghout the Bast of the eys:cn first

eonceived here in St. Louls by the Te-minal
' Ratirond Association.
This proof ls, of coures, most Alscernobie
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Dedication Week brougnt new dutie s to every eitizen of St Louls, but the
man of all men the multitude kept the buslest was Barney

Frauenthal

From lis window at the Burean of Information, Union Station, be came into
wift intimacy with thousands of persons.
Iikn birds of passage, they hovered in groups.

“Shadows we rre and shadows we pursue, but the human Interrogation point
govks the shadow of a phantom,” declared Burney. paraplrasing Shakespeare.

5 There was the traveler, en route to another point. who had stopped over a
fow hours and wanted burried ipstroctions a5 1o how fo visit the World's Falr
groumds, see the town and reserve a berth for his night fourney; the weary
mother, anxious to he directed to the nearest family hotel; the know-all, who had
been in town once before and wondered why le eouldu’t
nmodations at the nsoal price: the rural stranger,
erank, the sporting man, the faker and the general publie. that queried about
train eounections, This throng was glven courteous attention,

The World's Fair management maintained a department on the second floor
of the siation for the guidance of those who wanted to rent rovins. One man
was detajled to tell questioners how to find this bureaun.

Hore is the eomedy of errors, just as it was played for twenty minutes on

got first-cliss necom-

timid, but determined; the

9 the Bastern man;: but to our Western
travelers, the beneflis derlved from the In-
formation bureau began to spread with fta
inliial opening.

It hes not taken the Unlon Station burean
nine years to become kiown, but it haa
takan almost all of that time for the rest
of the country to get “onto™ the fact that
every cliy should hove o buresu in fta sta-
tion,

FRAUENTHAL'S NINE YEARS
OF SERVICE

I was put In eharze of the first bureaun
this country ever saw In 183, simultancounaly
with the vpening of the 8t. Louls Unlon
Station.

Having besn In charze sincs then, the
Dride St. loule will feel in having the
world's population as her guests noxt year
5 not o Lit more pleasing than are my own
feclings when I record the forward move-
ment of this Institution,

1 am still answerlng the same old querles
Put o me nine yeara ago, but dear, dear,
what & maes of new malter crops up with
each doy's business)

Last woek's budget of questions will stand
&8 & record until the Fair really opens, bar-
ring the days !mmedlately succeeding the
frightful cyclone of 1580,

That occasion is warlh referring to be
causs of the chance the catastroplis geve
our bureau o exhibit iis usefuiness:

As Is known and sadly remembered, the
cycione blew down uncountable miles of
telegrapllo lines

Hers In the station, where all transporta-
tion Intelligence is received by wire, we
were in a demoralized state.

The departure and arrival of tralns with-
out the usual motice left us in an embar-
raesing condition. =

Btlii, we pulled through that difficulty,
for, while we had no wireless communica-
tion with the outslds publlc, we did succeed
in bandllng our end of the troubla to the
entire satisfaction of everybody.

After that unprecedented rush of work wa
falt, at the beginning of Inst wesk, when
all conditions were !n our favor, that we
oould pull through right side up.

And we did

It would be hard for me to estimate the
number of persons who had communication
with us, but, to state it generally and plain-
ly, it was the biggest rush the blg station
ever knew,

We look for a cont!nustion of this actiy-
Ity from now untli Falr time, but our de-
partment will not be cavght nafping unless
another breezs blows too strung for the
wires,

NEWEH ABOUT TRAINS
RECEIVED BY WIRE.

Pearsons generally fail to grasp the prin-
ciple that we ourselves must know a thing
before we can Impart the information to
inquirers.

It 1s easy to tell whare the parks are and
the hotels and mo on, but to the anxious ons
expecting a traln, or the equally anxious
one desirous of leaving town to make for-
elgn connections, wa must base our Infor-
mation on the Information given us through
the proper channels, =

To nscertaln traln connections s ons of
the vital requisites of our position.

We must be able to explain to persons an-
ticlpating & trip through junction polnts,
where the stations are located apart, ths
distance between these depots and the esti-
mated tims In making the transfer,

Hesldes this, the accoutrement of the traln
taken must be known—whether it carries
chalr, buffet, sleeping, dining or through
care, and whether meals are ssrved on the
traln or & la carte, or whether disembarka-
tion Is necessary In order to dine

Locally we are prepared to satlafy all
questions bearing on slivations unfamillar
1o the stranger.

Last week we were asked questions on lo-
cal history far in excess of thess put to us
on sxtraneous subjeots.

8t. Louls was full of visitors from other
places, some of whom had been here befors,
but equally as ignorant of existent condi-
tions as their less-Informed companiona,

Dally wers we cailed on to satlefly querias

of character that ranged from serious to-

frivolous toples.

The chap who wanted to know gbout the
depth of the river would be followed by the
man who desired to Jearn whether our shoa
industry yet exceeded the Massachusetts
mark of output.

Supplying data on the mods of procuring
marriags llcenges may be on the Instant
sutceadad by an ndmonltion to another in-
quirer that & child of small stature and
seomingly 1! years old and over cannot
travel on half rates.

Ths location of publle and office bulldinegs
T autions riintive (o ne Sea ot the

L e Ve 1o
World's Falr grounds, = 22 *
ETRANGER WHO QUERIRS
ADOUT BASBBALIL: MATTERS

There ia really nothing ridiculous fn a
man asking us ! put him right on the
basehall standing, nor must we eriticiss the
economichl alme of the man who asks us
if two car occupy the same berth In a
sleeper-on ono fare.

Still another person of rusty memors begs
to knaow the number of voles cast for the
specessful  candidate for Railrvad and
Warehopse Commissioner lnst November.
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The dlvergence of quaries Is hers exempil-
fled by the next fellow, presumably & bird
fancier, who wants to know where he may
purchase a crow.

Religiously inclined folks coms to us for
directions as to prayer meetings. and not a
few sportlly grooved strangers sought
achedules on the loenl prize fights, billiard
matches and the races,

And, of course, politics 18 always a rfub-
Ject In which we find the blg, big publlo
out of town Is endeavoring to Keep o line

an.
Affalrs in St Louls politlcally havs be-

——

Barney Fraventhal, manager of the Bureau of Information
Bketched by a Republlo Artist at Unlon Station.

comse universally known, &s is avidencad by
the query of thmt visitor who asked our
bureau if Circult Attorney Folik thought
Willlam Jennings Bryan would support
“Our Joa" for President.

And the traveler who came miles and
miles to soe St. Louls was not done riding
When he got here, to judge by the multi-
plicity of guestions asked us sbout the lo-
cal street-car iines, how to get the longest
ride for a nickel, and how many transfers
2 passenger is entitled to, and so on.

The beery reputation of St Louls Is wall

established too, but wa are at a loss some-
times to pleasa peopls; for we can't tell
them that Plizenhelmer’s brew Is bhetter
than Hefmerpligen's even If wa prefer the
former brand of hops ourmalves,

INFORMATION BERVICE OF THE
LOUIBIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION.
The move of ths Business Aen's League
and the World's Falr management in Instl-
tuting the Freo-Infromation Service of the

Loulslana Purchasa Exposition on the gec-
ond floor of the Unlon Statlon Grand Hall

was & very thoughtful one and entirely
creditable to the Interests Involved.

It relleved our bureau 0 a great extent
of the work housing and and dlirecting
stranjers to the temporary quarters during
Dedication Week.

The mnanner in which the temporary
bureaun wns conducted by the clerks In
charge reflected great credit on the evolvers
of the iden

We were pleased to render them thes ben-
fit of our experience and we worked thor-
cughly in harmony.

The Union Station Information Bureau iy
the servant of the peopls In m broadese
gense than one can apply to any other instie
tutian,

It knows no race or social stratum.

Aristocracy and democracy, poverty and!
plenty, literate and [lliterate, the highest'
public official and the humblest allen, touch

| slbows with one another at the inquiry
window and are given the same consideras
tion that arlses from the sense of responsis
bility which carries with It the khowledge
that they all pay the same rallroad fare. '

ATOMIC EMANATIONS
~—~—FROM RADIUM

Mysterions Element Said to Have
the Power to Produce Heat
Without Outside Help—
Sir William Crooke’s
Discovery.

WRITTEN FOR THR SUNDAY REPUELIC.

A lump of pitch-blende 1= not a very at-
tractive thinz.

Ore may pass It casually In the museum
without meelng ANY reason to take partieu-
lar Interest In the greenlsh or brown!sh
binck massea that cluster together llke
ETADES.

Eut some of the most fascina!ing specn-
lations that have lately been made In phyd-
cal laboratories Invest pitch-blende with
tremendous Interest, as the source of a
mysterious form of encrgy that transcends
2il our ldeas on the subjeet, and may pos-
sibly point the wavy to a new source of
power that will revolutionize our industries.

The remarkabls discovery of Sir Willlam
Crookes whereby the “jons, or atomle
emanaiions from radium, have been ren-
dered visible will renew and decpen inter-
czi In this mysterious source of energy.

It i=s now established., according to Pro-
fessor Lippmiann of the Sorbonne—who car-
ries much welght In France—that ra-
dlum, one ‘of ths mogt recently discovered
elements, haa the power of continually gen-
erating heat without the ald of any ex-
ternal source-of enersy.

Every one, whether sclentifically minded
or not, will gee the tremendous practical
importance which such a discovery, 1f It
Ehould prove to be valid, must have for the
waorld.

+ Every one knows the diffioulty which tha
coal question presents to the Joval eom-
mission that s valorously grappling with
ity Intricacles.

What & saving of dirt, expenge and labor
would be achieved If. Instead of keeping a
fire golng In cold wetther—with mll the at-
tendant necessitie= of smuity-faced house-
milds, outraged foolmen, smoke and grime,
and a glzgant:c ccal blil-all one had to do
was to buy a sulliclently large plece of
radium and put it in the fireplace once for
uill

At present thet !s not a practical possi-
biily.

Even If the hent glven out by the mdlum
were sufficlent for & room, only the mil-
lionnire could hope 1@ Warm himsei{ by its
Tays.

Ursnium, the metal of which plteh-blanida
{3 the chief are, corls something lilte 2 400
a ton, and It 15 only possible to extruet A
small quoantity of radium from a lurge
quantity of uraniuzm—wIith which 1t 18 usu-
rlly (ntermingled—by & liborlous and cosily
procesa,

In the meantime We must be content to

wiick to coal. Besides, the phenomenon of
which Professcr Lippmann spenks occurs
at present only on a very tiny scale, and to
asic for serious ald from it in the business
of life wonid be an unreasonable as to ecx-

SPECIMENS OF DUNITE

Give Rise to a Discussion of Possible
Diamond Deposits in Kentucky.

pect Sir Willlam Crovkes's [ngenlous radl-
ometer, which may be seen In chemist's
windows, spinning (ts little fans In the sun-
light, to grind out corn.

Tha chief Interest of thess new *“radio-
active™ elements lies at pressnt {n the
rather paradoxical lght that they throw
on the problems of phy=ica] sclence,

It |= quite possible that llke thelr tmme-
diate predecessors, the Roentgen rays and
the Hertz waves, these Beequerel ravs muy
also be pressed Into the ssrvice of man-
kind, And It Is worth while to inquire into
thelr natura and probable gignificance.

AMany yearda ago It was notleod thot a
coln or a sheet of print, i ghut up in a dark
box at cloga quarters, though not In actual
contact with a sheet of blank paper,
., #ftér many days, b+ fourd to have
s=edd on It A faint Image of itseif.

e persons attributed these markings
superhuman ageecles, and ealled them
“gpiric photographe’"  Seguin, who hit on
the true explanation mors by good luck
than good guldance, was lsughed 2t when
he suggested the comparatively pro:ale
theory that the coln or the printlne ink
mus: be continually giving off & stream of
tiny particles which In time produced an
tmpresslon on the paper that they wers

bombarding.

WHRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUHLIC.

The American Museum of Naturnl His-
tory has recelved from Kentucky interest-
Ing speclmens of green rock, known as
dunite, which, oceurring In conjunction with
carbon-bearing strata, carboniferous sand-
stones wnd shales, In portions of Elliott
County, that State, hay given risa to the
suggestion that Kentucky may contaln dia-
mond deposits which will one day make ft
an American Kimberley,

The gpocimens Include samples of the
rock from deep down In the ground and
from the surface whets it has been
“wenthered.”

This dunits Is composed of chrysolite and
prroxerne, with garnet and an lron mineral
besldes gome specks of mica.

Throuzh ts “wenthered” portion the en-
tire minernl texture is changed to what |s
known as "serpentine,” and the *“weath-
ered’” rock discharges crystals and iron
oxide, and gammet fragments which have
been plcked up from time to time io the
river beda of the reglon.

Tha basis of the suggesilon of dilamonds
lies in the correspondence of association be-

tweaen the dunite and carboniferous rock Im

Kentucky and a elmilar assoclation in the
Klmberley fialda,

It Is Inferred that the dunite fs an erup-
tive rock, and that in passing through the
carboniferous deposits it may have caused
the formation of carbon vapors, and that
thess vapors, when absorbed by the molten
matter of the discharging rock, may have
resulted in the formation of the Iﬂ.lmdﬂl-

The correspondence with the Klmberiey
sitoation Is rather close.

In the dlamond flelds there *necks™ of
voleanle rock plsrce through mrhnmu_g
shiales, and the diamond deposits are
thought to have resulted from & procéds
simiiar to the one described.

The Journal of the Ameriean Museum, |
which the matter ls dlscussad, siates thal
the question Is undecided, but that the cor-
respondence of conditions in $0 close thag
the diamond-fleld theory 1s at least plause
ibla for Kentucky.

Two dlamends sald to have coms from
the flelds, have been shown, but the Mu=
seum  Journal does not give overmueh
credence to their place of reference, .

It sauys, however, that the thing which
permits the greatest pmount of cmtﬂd.c;ﬁo
is an experiment in which & diffused globule
of olivine—virtually the sum. rock as thit
of the Kentucky deposits—ig stirréd with
a carbon pencll, and Is found, upon cooilng,
to contain microscople dlamond gralns. .

The exhibit at the mussum s in case 25
in tha »==% end of the Minerulozical Hall




